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would have had to go so much farther eastward to do it that their
chances would have been less. With the U. S. fleet intact and able to
operate against their communications should they attack Hawaii,
they might not have thought it worth while to attack us at all. The
idea back of having our fleet in Pearl Harbor was that from there it
could more readily operate half the world away to the west In
other words, with American troops in the Philippines we had, in
the popular phrase, "stuck out our neck." We ourselves had appre-
ciably weakened the magnificently strong strategic position with
which God has blessed us.

The reasons why the United States is strategically strong may be
summed up in a single word: distance. We are a great power, and
no other great power or combination of powers which we can now
foresee is near enough to threaten us either with invasion or block-
ade. Even in the days when the British fleet was potentially stronger
than ours in American waters, still the comparative weakness of
both Engknd and Canada by land gave us the latter as a sort of
hostage. In other words, if the British fleet had made itself unpleas-
ant we could easily have invaded Canada. Today the proposition is
absolute. We cannot be invaded, and can be threatened only with
tip-and-run raids.

This statement is a self-evident truth to anyone with the least
knowledge of logistics, the science of strategic military movement
It does indeed contradict the dogmas of the kte "One World"
WilUde and the other "globaloney" people who are constantly tell-
ing us that distance is no longer important But as soon as we are
confronted with the real problem of moving armed forces over long
distances globaloney vanishes.

As with so many strategic questions, the principle involved is sim-
ple. If we wish to lift some heavy object with a lever, we place our
fulcrum as near to the object to be lifted as we can. Children
quickly learn that the weight of a fat boy sitting dose to the pivot of
a seesaw can be overbalanced by that of a skinny playmate on the
opposite side and farther from the pivot The longer your fishing
pole, the less you can lift with it

Let us see how this works out in military practice. In December,
*44, when von Rundstedt launched his last offensive in the Ar-
dennes, the United States, with, more than 11,000,000 in its armed
forces, had been able to put less than fifty divisions-Hsay 1,000,000